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" Many thanks are due to all ranks of the fighting forces for their
indomitable spirit in defence, and their boldness in attack; to all
commanders and their staff officers, under whose able direction
such great results have been attained: and also to all those whose
inspiring labours behind the actual fighting line have contributed
essentially to our common success.
" To have commanded this splendid army, which at a time of
grave crisis has so nobly done its duty, fills me with pride.
"We have passed many dark days together. Please God,
these never will return. The enemy has now spent his effort
and I rely confidently upon each one of you to turn to full
advantage the opportunity which your skill, courage, and resolution
have created."
The British infantry and the Tanks had been proving to be
irresistible, and more than once the British and the Canadians,
vieing with each other with superb gallantry, performed almost
startling feats in overrunning the line. The Australians, too,
captured Mont St. Quentin in an irresistible style. Of all the
German key positions Mont St. Quentin was one of the very
strongest, defended on the south and west by the swamps of the
Somme, and on the north by a low ridge that bristled with
guns, and the place was held by one of the finest German
Divisions, the 2nd Prussian Guards. They were instructed to
hold the position at all costs because its capture would lead to
the fall of Peronne, and the struggle back to the main Hinden-
burg Line would of necessity be something in the nature of a
rout.
Sir Henry Rawlinsou, in command of the British 4th Army,
allotted the difficult task to the Australian Corps, who had
covered themselves with glory a dozen times in Gallipoli,
and in battles on the Somme and around Ypres. For fury of
assault and reckless valour they had no superiors in the whole
British Army.
Sir John Monash,the Australian Commander, in the darkness